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Proclamation 8486 of March 25, 2010 

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

To secure a bright future for America, we must instill in our children 
a love of learning as well as a spirit of compassion. These are two of 
our Nation’s most cherished and enduring values. Today, let us rededi-
cate ourselves to preparing our next generation of leaders for the world 
they will inherit. 

For America to thrive in the 21st century, we need a workforce with 
the knowledge and skills to compete in the global economy. More than 
ever before, the success of every American will depend on their level 
of academic achievement. A world class education can unlock every 
child’s full potential, and that remains our best roadmap to prosperity. 

However, our leadership in the world relies upon citizens who are not 
only well-educated, but also driven by their humanity and civic virtue. 
In the wake of this year’s devastating earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, 
Americans stepped forward to help, carrying on the unmatched tradi-
tion of generosity that defines our national character. By passing on 
this spirit of compassion to our children, we help ensure America re-
mains a beacon of hope to people around the world. 

The importance of education and kindness was promoted in the work 
of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, in-
spiring countless individuals to uphold these values in their own lives 
and communities. Each year, Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., re-
minds us of his legacy and the principles to which he dedicated him-
self. As we strengthen our Nation’s ladders of opportunity, let us teach 
our children to lift up generations yet to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
26, 2010, as ‘‘Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A.’’ I call upon all Amer-
icans to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8487 of March 31, 2010 

Cesar Chavez Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The rights and benefits working Americans enjoy today were not easily 
gained; they had to be won. It took generations of courageous men and 
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women, fighting to secure decent working conditions, organizing to de-
mand fair pay, and sometimes risking their lives. Some, like Cesar 
Estrada Chavez, made it the cause of their lives. Today, on what would 
have been his 83rd birthday, we celebrate Cesar’s legacy and the 
progress achieved by all who stood alongside him. 

Raised by a family of migrant farm workers, Cesar Chavez spent his 
youth moving across the American Southwest, working in fields and 
vineyards, and experiencing firsthand the hardships he would later 
crusade to abolish. At the time, farm workers were deeply impover-
ished and frequently exploited, exposed to very hazardous working 
conditions, and often denied clean drinking water, toilets, and other 
basic necessities. The union Cesar later founded with Dolores Huerta, 
the United Farm Workers of America (UFW), still addresses these 
issues today. 

After serving in the United States Navy, Cesar Chavez became a com-
munity organizer and began his lifelong campaign for civil rights and 
social justice. Applying the principles of nonviolence, he empowered 
countless laborers, building a movement that grew into the UFW. He 
led workers in marches, strikes, and boycotts, focusing our Nation’s at-
tention on their plight and using the power of picket lines to win 
union contracts. 

‘‘The love for justice that is in us is not only the best part of our being, 
but it is also the most true to our nature,’’ Cesar Chavez once said. 
Since our Nation’s earliest days of independence, we have struggled to 
perfect the ideals of equal justice and opportunity enshrined in our 
founding documents. As Cesar suggests, justice may be true to our na-
ture, but as history teaches us, it will not prevail unless we defend its 
cause. 

Few Americans have led this charge so tirelessly, and for so many, as 
Cesar Chavez. To this day, his rallying cry—‘‘Sı́, se puede,’’ or ‘‘Yes, 
we can,’’—inspires hope and a spirit of possibility in people around 
the world. His movement strengthened our country, and his vision 
lives on in the organizers and social entrepreneurs who still empower 
their neighbors to improve their communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
31, 2010, as Cesar Chavez Day. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate service, community, and education programs 
to honor Cesar Chavez’s enduring legacy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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